[image: image1.jpg]o
®
4
>
-y ..
) 4







                                                    email: susan@wisefoundation.com

INTERNATIONAL STUDENT HOMESTAY APPLICATION PACKET

The Foundation for Worldwide International Student Exchange (WISE)

 is a non-profit organization, which specializes in homestay programs for international students from around the world. The goal of WISE is to promote world peace and understanding through cultural exchange and global friendships.  Our aim is to accomplish this through academic and cultural programs.  Please look us up on the web at: www.wisefoundation.com.
WISE Homestay gives the student an opportunity to live in a friendly home with an American family, experience the American lifestyle and culture directly, and develop English skills through direct dialogue. Homestay gives the student a friendly family abroad. Hosts are here to help the students with local life and their academic stay. It is also an economical option for local housing.

WISE goals for homestay are to provide:

· A safe and friendly home environment for students and their hosts.

· A rich educational experience (linguistic and cultural) for students and a cultural experience for the host family.

· A program in which WISE is confident that every reasonable measure has been followed in order to ensure the success and educational value of each student/placement.

WISE carefully screens and trains all host families, and provides continuing support to students and hosts throughout their homestay program.  Students can remain in the homestay program so long as they are a full time student (at any school-allowing for short vacation times) and/ or participating in an internship.

Basic Provisions:

WISE requires hosts to provide a clean, odor free, comfortable and safe environment, with a private bedroom which includes a bed, desk with adequate lighting for studying, dresser and some closet space. Inter net access is available with the students own personal computer and accessories. Bed and towel linens are provided. The house and neighborhood should be clean, pleasant and safe. Homes are located within a 60 minute commute to school via public transportation (bus), with most averaging 20 to 40 minutes.  Since students are here to do well academically, improve their English skills, knowledge of our culture, the household members are required to be proficient in English and speak English at home.  Special requests for placement proximity and private bathrooms are not accepted.

Placement Fee:

$195 4 week programs, one time placement: 4 week or less language school or custom programs.

$295 5 weeks or more, one time placement: based upon term length, ESL, colleges and universities.

$ 95    term continuation fee

THIS PLACEMENT FEE INCLUDES:  

· Recruiting, screening, interviewing, training and orientation of host families.

· Matching students with families and providing overseas contacts with placement information as well as an introduction to American customs and living..

· Providing post-arrival student orientation information to “WISE” and “Living with an American Family.” All material is provided in handout/written form for thorough review and understanding by the student.

· Providing ongoing support throughout the entire student’s stay with a host family. (Ranging from 2 weeks to a year or more.)

Payment may be sent to: WISE, P.O. Box 4573, Irvine, CA 92616

(Placement fees are non-refundable and due when application is submitted.)

WISE accepts VISA or Master Card,( an additional $15 dollars is added for credit card processing fee) cash or Travelers checks, checks drawn on a US bank and wire transfers.  Wired funds should be sent to:  First Tennessee Bank, Memphis, Tennessee; transit routing # 084000026;  please add additional funds for wire fee, usually $12 to $20 dollars-for further credit to First Tennessee Bank, Dyersburg, Tennessee; telephone (901) 288-2800; payable to Foundation for Worldwide International Student Exchange; transit routing number 084308032; account number 013520.

A late charge of $50 will be applied if the full payment is not made prior to arrival.

Communication with WISE

WISE local representatives: 

Susan Antonovits, Program Director

Theresa Van Wonterghem, Coordinator

Wise Program Director-Susan Antonovits

P.O. Box 4573

Irvine, CA 92616

Telephone: (949) 206-0496

Fax: (949) 855-8971                                   Email: Susan@wisefoundation.com 

For courier service: 

WISE Corporate Office                   

206 North Church Street             

Dyersburg, TN 38024

Host Family Payment

The host family stipend is a monthly fee-calculated daily for the month, which the student pays directly to the family.  Students may pay the family with Travelers Checks, cash, or by check drawn on a US bank.  Special arrangements can be made to have WISE pay the host families on behalf of the student. Please contact WISE directly regarding this financial request and to arrange an invoice for all due fees. Fees for the term are due prior to arrival.

Host family placement includes:

$795 per (30 day) month ($26.50 per night) WITH MEAL:
Includes breakfast and dinner on

school days; breakfast, lunch and dinner on weekends and legal holidays.

(Hosts are responsible for preparing the evening meal at least half the week so family and student can enjoy a family meal with conversation routinely, and the student will generally prepare his or her own breakfast and dinner when family is not present.)

$590 per (30 day) ($19.67 per night) month: NO MEAL room rental only (no meals) is available

upon special  request. Student should note however, this type of placement requires the student to 

be very independent from the family. Kitchen privileges are allowed within reasonable time frames.

**All placements include furnished room, bed and bath linens, and access to internet with student’s 

own personal computer and accessories.

Student is responsible to pay host family on scheduled time, usually the first of every month. 

Hosts will provide receipts to students.

Host Family Changes

Students who want to change their host family, or who are facing difficulties in establishing a good relationship with their host family or adjusting to the culture, should talk to WISE staff.  Depending on the reasons for wanting to change families, a student may be moved immediately if there is a clear indication that the family is unable to meet the standards of the program.  Under such circumstances, WISE will not charge a placement fee for matching the student with a new family.

A student who requests a new family for reasons besides that the family not meeting WISE standards, and who is not actively working toward developing a positive relationship with the family, will be charged an additional relocation fee.  The Program Director may need to assess the student’s goals and expectations for living with a host family before determining if the student’s needs and desires can be reasonably accommodated in a different homestay or within the program.

If the student wishes to terminate homestay prior to the anticipated last date of occupancy/term, the student must give the host a 15-day notice or pay the equivalent homestay stipend to the family.  If the host terminates the homestay prior to the anticipated last date of occupancy, the host will refund pro-rated amounts paid in advance with no deductions. Students in good standing will be relocated at no charge to another family if the original family is unable to continue to host.

Families in our program represent the many ethnicities, and cultural groups of the USA.  Each of our families has been screened to ensure that the family does meet our standards of a safe, clean, comfortable living environment, and speaks English as the primary language in their home.  They represent the unique cultural heritage of the United States and the rich diversity of the Southern California area.  We do not accommodate special requests with regard to a family’s ethnicity or cultural background; and students who feel uncomfortable about this should consider alternatives for their housing needs. Homestay is a unique and exciting relationship and friendship of learning.

Area Service and Location

University, College, Language School and Custom Designed Programs

Our area schools include University California Irvine, Saddleback Community College, Irvine Community College, Riverside Community College, Orange Coast College, Concordia University, and various local language schools. All placements are based upon host availability and student/host preferences. We request you apply directly to WISE for your Homestay placement once you have confirmed your campus. Application submissions are encouraged 2 months in advance for guaranteed placement. Applications are acceppted at any time. 

Please submit via fax to 949-855-8971, or email preferred or postal mail.

Wise would like to welcome you to the United States and the American Culture! We wish you an exciting adventure, many wonderful memories and long lasting friendships.  
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